255.   NOTES
THANKS
It would be ungrateful for me if I did not publicly tender my
thanks to the editors who one after another took charge of Young
India at a most critical period in its career. Shuaib Qiireshi, with
his sledge-hammer style, proved too strong for the Government and
they hardly allowed him breathing time. Then followed Rajago-
palachari with his scholarly contributions, exhibiting a wonderful
grasp of the deep truths of satyagraha. George Joseph's trenchant
style is still fresh to the reader. To all these friends my deepest
thanks are due for coming to the rescue. The management staff
was no less industrious in its zeal for the national cause.
THE KHILAFAT
I have been asked to give my opinion on the Khilafat trouble.
I have none to give. It were impertinence for me, an outsider,
to thrust my views on my Muslim brethren. It is a question which
the Mussalmans must settle for themselves. All that non-Muslims
can do is to assure them of their deep sympathy in their affliction.
The existence of the Khilafat is an essential part of their faith.
Everyone who holds his own religion to be dear to himself is bound
to express genuine sympathy with those of a different faith. The
heart of every Hindu who values Muslim friendship must go out
to the Mussalmans in their great sorrow. They have a more an-
xious time now than when the Khilafat was attacked from without.
But now that the danger comes from within and several sections are
contending for their own views, it must tax the utmost resources of
those who are engaged in solving the problem in a manner that is
consistent with the deep truths of their own faith and acceptable
to all sections. This much is quite clear to me that the future of
the Khilafat, indeed of Islam itself in so far as it can rest with
man, lies in the hands of Indian Mussalmans. Theirs is the
burden, theirs the privilege. May God grant them the power to
see the right path and the strength to follow it,
'COMMERCIALIZING VICE'
This is the expression that Mr. Andrews has used in connec-
tion with opium traffic on which the reader will find in another
place an informing contribution from his pen,* As he handed it to
1 This was published in Toung India, 3-4-1924.